
 
 

TEESTA SETALVAD – INDIA 
 
Teesta Setalvad is a writer, journalist, and human rights defender. On 25 June 2022, Gujarat anti-
terror police detained Setalvad at her home in Mumbai, the capital of the neighbouring state of 
Maharashtra, on allegations of ‘criminal conspiracy’ and ‘forging evidence’ as part of her efforts 
to seek government accountability for the 2002 Gujarat Riots, a period of inter-communal 
violence that led to the deaths of hundreds of Indian citizens. Setalvad has alleged that she was 
assaulted by two members of the anti-terror police when she requested permission to speak with 
her lawyer. Just one day before Setalvad’s detention, on 24 June the Supreme Court rejected a 
plea submitted by Setalvad and co-petitioner Zakia Jafri, whose husband, the former 
parliamentarian Ehsan Jafri, was killed during the riots. The plea sought to reopen an investigation 
into the potential involvement of local government officials in the violence. On 2 September 2022, 
Setalvad was granted interim bail by the Supreme Court. She is subject to monitoring and her 
movements are restricted while the legal case against her remains ongoing. 
 


